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Thank You to Our Donors
The Genetics Society of America extends its thanks to the 25 members who have made a financial contribution to the

Society from April to July 2009. These donations help the Society support travel grants and educational opportunities
for graduate students and postdoctoral fellows at GSA-sponsored meetings.
Please join your colleagues in supporting the next generation of geneticists by making a donation to GSA with a check

made payable to “The Genetics Society of America” with “donation” written in the memo and mailed to Sherry A. Marts, PhD,
Executive Director, GSA, 9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20814. Or, donate online at the GSA website, www.genetics-
gsa.org/pages/donate_gsa.shtml when you renew your membership for 2010. We thank you in advance for your generosity.

Boosters ($100+)
Corinne A. Michels, Queens College, City University of New York, Flushing
Jon A. Seger, Univ of Utah, Salt Lake City
Anne O. Summers, Univ of Georgia, Athens

Supporters ($50-99)
Perry B. Cregan, USDA, ARS, Beltsville, MD
Winifred W. Doane, Arizona State Univ, Tempe
Martha B. Fay, Savannah, GA
Yasumi Ohshima, Sojo Univ, Kumamoto, Japan

Friends ($1-49)
Mohammad Taissir Alnouri, Garden Grove, CA
Alexandre Benedetto, LCN, Univ College London, United Kingdom
Dean S. Dawson, Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation, Oklahoma City
Eric S. Haag, Univ of Maryland, College Park

Pamela Koo, Texas A&M, College Station
Anne Larencon, CGMC, UMR, Univ of Lyon, Villeurbanne, France
Patrick Laurent, MRC-LMB, Cambridge, United Kingdom
Robyn Lints, Texas A&M, College Station
Diana W. Martin, Rutgers Univ, Somerset, NJ
Miriam Meisler, Univ of Michigan, Ann Arbor
David M. Miller, Vanderbilt Univ School of Medicine, Nashville, TN
Junichi Nikawa, Kyushu Institute of Technology, Fukuoka, Japan
Corey Nislow, Banting & Best Institute, Univ of Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Sheila Cecily Ommeh, ILRI, Nairobi, Kenya
Sean M. O’Rourke, Univ of Oregon, Eugene
Dejerianne Ostrow, Univ of Florida, Gainesville
Pamela A. Padilla, Univ of North Texas, Denton
Olena K. Vatamaniuk, Cornell Univ, Ithaca, NY

Through the years contact between the LSRF fellows and the
sponsors has grown. The program has an annual fall meeting,
which includes guest speakers; first and second year fellows give
poster presentations , while third year fellows give 10-minute talks
about their research. The meeting is also an opportunity for
sponsors to recruit fellows for positions. In addition to attending the
fall meeting, “Every fellow must agree to visit the sponsor at least
one day each year at the sponsor’s initiative,” notes Brown.

Future Directions
With an alumni roster of nearly 400 fellows, Brown is now

looking to them to help with the program. An east coast alumni
reunion is planned for Boston this fall and will include some short
scientific talks and time for social networking. Brown is also hoping
alumni will either help fund or provide contacts for LSRF fellow-
ships. After pouring so much of his time and energy into the pro-
gram, Brown is interested in seeing this “baby” survive after his
retirement. And he’s sure with Koshland at the helm it will. “If it’s in
good hands, that’s all I care about. And, I feel very confident with
Doug in charge that the LSRF will be.”

The Life Sciences Research
Foundation: MOVING Into
Its Second Generation Continued from page 8
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December 5–9, 2009
San Diego Convention Center
San Diego, CA

IMPORTANT
DEADLINES

OCTOBER 1
Early Registration

OCTOBER 15
Late Abstract Submission

SCIENTIFIC BREADTH
From the cell biology of disease to what is life?

SCIENTIFIC DEPTH
From cell division to cell death, from cell signaling to intracellular trafficking

SCIENTIFIC STARS
From Rudolf Jaenisch on stem cells, pluripotency, and nuclear reprogramming
to Jennifer Lippincott-Schwartz on organelles

SCIENTIFIC EDUCATION
Spotlighting the undergraduate biology curriculum in the 21st Century

SCIENTIFIC FUN
The one and only CellSlam…and Celldance: Only at the ASCB Annual Meeting
Scientists explain their science and present their films; you have to be there!

WHERE ELSE CAN YOU FIND…
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The NIH recently announced it will use ARRA funds to create jobs for early career scientists and increase the ranks of researchers and
clinicians working in the global health field. With $3 million in funding over the next 18 months, the NIH’s Fogarty International Center
will be able to support 23 additional participants in its Clinical Research Training Scholars and Fellows Program.
The scientific community has been presented with an unprecedented windfall that will truly advance our scientific knowledge. Yes, the

scientific community will face challenges as a result of this windfall—there is truly no such thing as a free lunch. In the meantime, the
community has an unprecedented opportunity to do some creative, visionary, and exciting new science.

The Coalition for the Life Sciences is now on Facebook! If you’d like to follow the news and information the CLS cares about, we
encourage you to become a fan on our site. The Facebook site posts announcements regarding town hall meetings in congressional
districts, alerts you to legislative action in Washington, D.C., that affects biomedical research, posts breaking news affecting biomedical
research, and keeps you informed on the latest CLS activities.

From the President’s desk: Continued from page 1

to mate, flies that have legs instead of antennae, and worms that have an abnormal cell lineage. Such studies created the foundation
upon which virtually all current-day studies of human biology are based.
The development of new technologies makes it possible to understand model organisms at levels of unprecedented depth. Many topics

of current interest, such as the high resolution analysis of transcriptomes and studies of complex traits, are common to model
organisms and humans. Moreover, new technologies have allowed biologists to expand the set of model organisms that are studied in
order to address new questions. Since genetic and functional studies that are common in model organisms are simply not possible with
humans, model organism research will continue to play vital roles in major advances in our understanding of biology.
As part of our mission to support model organism research, the GSA is embarking on an effort to increase our dialogue with scientific

officers at NIH. We will be asking for your help in this effort. While the NIH already believes that model organism research is important
(see http://www.nigms.nih.gov/Publications/modelorg_factsheet.htm), the GSA thinks that it is imperative to emphasize that model
organism research is an essential part of the mission of the NIH. A subcommittee of the GSA board of directors is now drafting a
document, to be presented to NIH officials, which will describe the areas of genetics research in model organisms that are most likely to
lead to breakthroughs in understanding human biology and disease. This document will focus on genetics research on traditional model
organisms, and on the potential from less commonly studied model organisms and newly emerging systems. Our hope is that the
document and ensuing discussions will highlight the great value of model organism research in the post-genomic era, help to create
more resources for our research, and contribute to the shaping of NIH study sections. Before presenting this document to NIH, we will
be asking for your input and to share your visions of the impact of model organisms on human biology and diseases.
The GSA biennial meeting, “Genetics 2010: Model Organisms to Human Biology,” also promotes the value of model organisms for

understanding diverse aspects of human biology. We have just finalized the schedule for our next meeting, (http://www.mohb.org),
which will be held June 12-15, 2010 in Boston. This meeting brings together investigators who study model organisms with those who
study human biology and disease. It will be a dynamic forum for the exchange of results and ideas between scientists who do not
normally interact. We already have a superb lineup of 39 speakers, with 18 more to be selected from among the submitted abstracts.
The meeting site, the Sheraton Boston, has a huge space for poster sessions. We hope that you will attend. Whether you work on a model
organism or human biology, your work is relevant and welcome.

Best regards,

Fred Winston
President
society@genetics-gsa.org

Public Policy Update: Continued from page 24
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In Defense of Stimulus Funding
After five years of flat funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the NIH’s funding outlook took a dramatic turn upward when

it received $10.4 billion in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The money is to be spent in the next two years, with
the bulk designated for scientific research and educational programs. ARRA’s principal goal, as it pertains to funds from the NIH, is to
help stimulate the U.S. economy through the support and advancement of scientific research.
With such an unprecedented amount of money directed for use in biomedical research, questions and concerns abound: What will

happen once the temporary funding is gone? Will the NIH be able to handle the large influx of grants this money has generated? Will any
grant supported by ARRA be subject to renewal? Unlike other fields, such as those of infrastructure, road, and bridge construction, which
also are in line to receive stimulus money, the scientific establishment is unaccustomed to such large, yet short-term infusions of funds.
Yet, even with the reservations regarding such an influx of funds, it is clear that the scientific community is embracing this opportunity,

and the research-driven, economic engine is beginning to turn.
As universities and researchers apply for ARRA funding, every state and the District of Columbia are seeing ARRA-funded research

grants create jobs, allow the purchase of equipment, and support science-related construction projects.1

Among the many research projects being funded in whole or in part by ARRA are:
• A study in Alaska to investigate obesity and chronic disease–related risk factors of Alaska Natives.
• A study in Oklahoma to investigate a clinic-based interdisciplinary intervention for parents of children with cancer.
• A study in Rhode Island to investigate electrical synapses in the mammalian brain.
And the applications keep rolling in. Secretary of Health and Human Service’s Kathleen Sebelius proclaimed an explosion of grant appli-

cations through ARRA, including about 20,000 for the approximately $1 million Challenge Grants—only 200-400 of which can be awarded.

Public Policy Update by Lynn Marquis, Director, Coalition for Life Sciences

Continued on page 23

1 For a full list of projects, by state and congressional district, visit: http://report.nih.gov/recovery/arragrants.cfn




